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This Toolbox Talk is to assist you in leading a discussion around Covid-19 and when Social Distancing in Trucks & Vans is not practicable and controls you need to communicate to your workers.
Firstly – there is no need for anyone to be alarmed or concerned - there are some precautions we all need to be following when working in trucks and vans.
Why Social Distance:

Current health advice is that everyone, as well as workplaces, must implement social distancing measures wherever possible and this includes work vehicles.

WorkSafe Australia advises employers “must reduce the number of workers travelling together in a vehicle for work purposes e.g. only 2 people in 5-seater vehicles (the driver & a worker behind the front passenger seat) and only 1 worker should be in a single cab vehicle”. This will reduce the likelihood of exposure to micro-droplets from others & transmission of COVID19.

Controls Already in Place:
· Government COVID19 guidelines, EF COVID19 Safe Plan & Site Specific COVID19 Safe Plans

· Staff/SE briefed on COVID19 symptoms & instructed to stay home when unwell

· COVID19 Screening procedure, Staff Screening Tool, Symptoms infographic & Temperature Guns.

· When staff/SE become unwell at work, process to isolate & arrange for them to return home & follow up with medical attention, COVID19 Hotline & Senior Leaders Clearance. 
· Limiting the number of people in vehicles e.g. to 1 in 2 or 3-seater vehicles & 2 in 5-seater vehicles
· PPE worn while loading & unloading vehicles & common touch points
· Following COVID19 protocols at sites visited, minimise contact with others & non-contact paperwork system

· QF 1252.04 COVID19 Vehicle Cleaning Checklist.

Review of Activities & Social Distancing in Trucks & Vans: 

· On occasions social distancing in vehicles may not practicable.
· This could be due to more people required to complete a task safely than social distancing allows.

· Site Managers have reviewed activities where social distancing may not be practicable and considered covid19 safety along with general WHS. 
· It is vital to always follow standard social distancing guidelines unless further controls have been applied by management.
· Always notify management of any safety concerns including general WHS, COVID19 & social distancing etc.

· Activities at this site were social distancing in Trucks & Vans may not be practice include (provide details):






Additional Controls when Social Distancing in Trucks/Vans is not practicable:
	Elimination
	· Where practicable & safe to do so, reduce numbers of people in the vehicle from 2 or 3 to 1 for a 2 or 3-seater vehicle and 5 to 2 in a 5-seater vehicle

· Where practicable & safe to do so staff travel in more than one vehicle to facilitate social distancing in each vehicle

	Isolation
	· Allocate vehicles to same individual/s e.g. driver in same vehicle

· Reduce the number of different workers using same vehicle i.e. driver & same offsider in same truck to reduce cross-contamination

	Engineering
	· Where practical rearrange schedule to reduce time (including accumulated) where social distance is not practicable (accumulated time: 10 stops x 15 minutes drive time between each stop = 2.5 hrs accumulated time)

· Keep the activity time involved as short as possible.

· If more than one worker traveling together in vehicle, ensure adequate ventilation i.e. set air-conditioning to external (rather than recirculated) airflow &/or keep windows slightly open when practicable

	Administrative
	· Monitor local COVID19 cases and where local transmission occurs revert to strict social distancing protocols in work vehicles i.e. 1 worker in a vehicle with 2 or 3 seats

· Review vulnerable workers & whether involvement in this activity is an appropriate fit

· Screen workers prior to use of vehicles
· Inform workers that all workers who travelled in a work vehicle with a symptomatic worker will be required to remain away from work until the symptomatic worker’s COVID19 results are known

· When social distancing is not practicable in a 2 or 3-seater vehicle maximum of 2 workers travel in the same vehicle with controls implemented

· Workers to sit in separate seats with a vacant seat between passengers when possible

· Driver/workers using & returning to the same seating positions during the trip
· Clean vehicle after each trip in accordance with QF 1252.04 COVID19 Vehicle Cleaning Checklist.

· Workers are not to eat in vehicles

· Workers to load/unload their own belongings

· Sanitise hands before and after loading/unloading items & before & after each use of vehicle

· Personal PPE & COVID19 cleaning kit to be provide to each worker for use when traveling in a work vehicle

· Should a worker become symptomatic while undertaking an activity, the workers are to wear a disposable face mask, contact their line manager immediately and the vehicle and workers are to turn to base immediately

· Add to vehicle pre-start checklist a list/summary of controls implemented when social distancing is not practicable during travel in a work vehicle

· All workers travelling in a work vehicle and local management are to receive information (e.g. toolbox talk) on when & controls when social distancing in vehicle is not practicable before travelling in a work vehicle without social distancing

	PPE
	· Wear disposable face masks while travelling in the vehicle when social distancing is not possible

· Use disposable gloves while handling items i.e. loading/unloading document destruction bins or other PPE gloves appropriate for the task e.g. riggers gloves


Remember

If you are sick, stay home, contact your manager, and 
call the EF Coronavirus Hotline for advice on 
Tel:  1800 983 006
Also

Benestar our employee assistance program (EAP) 
is available 
Tel:  1300 360 364
Other valuable resources can be found here: 

· Safety Bulletin 138 Social Distancing in Trucks & Vans: https://intranet.endeavour.com.au/departments/safety/safety-alerts-bulletins/
If you have questions or require assistance, please contact your WHS Business Partner.
Toolbox Talk Record
Social Distancing Trucks & Vans
Note: Safety Toolbox Talk attendance can be captured within team meeting minutes with reference to a specific Toolbox Topic.

The safety toolbox talk is NOT a training tool. It’s designed to raise safety awareness around specific safety topics and assists with encouraging conversation and reinforcing safety knowledge 

The below record sheet can be used for those who were unable to attend the team meeting to demonstrate that they have reviewed the Toolbox Topic separately. 
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